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the United States. Among the demands of the first Equal Rights Convention — 


| \\held in this country—the Seneca Falls Convention of 1848—were: Equal rights in the | 
q | franchise, in education, in industry, in the professions, in political office, in marriage, in | | 
aie personal freedom, in control of property, in guardianship of children, in making con- | : | 
” tracts, in the church, and in the leadership of all moral and public movements. | 
‘In 1923 all of these rights still remain to be won except the right to the franchise. 
The National Woman’s Party is carrying forward today the fight for the complete 
- freedom of woman undertaken in 1848. The victorious conclusion of this struggle 
will come just as soon as women determine to wait no longer for their liberty. 
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HROUGHOUT the country the Equal Rights campaign continues 
to grow in intensity. From one of the centers of greatest activity, 
Illinois, Anita Pollitzer, national secretary of the Woman’s Party, writes: 

“The big news from Illinois is that Senator John Dailey of Peoria, 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary Committee, after Mrs. Gehrmann of 
Springfield (our Illinois legislative chairman) and I had talked to him 
agreed to introduce our Equal Ri law for Illinois, as prepared by 
our Legal Reséarch Department. 
duced yesterday and when I we 
after adjournment it was already at the state printers 
and will be on the men’s desks Tuesday. It is a joy to 
leave Springfield with the bills introduced and women 
so attached in their hearts to the campaign.” 

The Illinois State Journal of February 16th thus 
describes the Illinois legislative campaign : 

“To see that Illinois places women on an equal 
plane with men as far as the law is concerned, is the 
object which the Illinois Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party means to accomplish at this session 
of the legislature. To this end Senator John Dailey 
of Peoria, chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee, yesterday introduced the Equal Rights law 
of the National Woman’s Party. This law reads: 
‘An Act granting to women the same rights, privi- 

leges and immunities now possessed by men, abro- 
gating disabilities, and repealing conflicting laws. 

‘Section 1. Be it enacted by the people of the 
State of Illinois, represented in the General Assem- 
bly: Women shall have the same rights, privileges 
and immunities under the laws of this State as men. 


‘Sec. 2. This act shall be construed as abrogating 
in every respect the common law disabilities of wom- 
en, and shall take preference over all other laws, and 
all laws and parts of laws which are inconsistent with 
this act or any provisions hereof are hereby repealed.’ 

“This bill is intended to remove laws now existing 
in Illinois which Preatly discriminate against women. 
These discriminations are revealed in a complete legal 
digest of the laws and decisions affecting women in 
Illinois recently compiled by the Woman’s Party. For 
two years the National Woman’s Party has had a 
staff of sixteen women attorneys at work in the Su- 
preme Court library in Washington finding out these 
facts. The report shows these discriminations in IlIli- 
nois : 

“The husband owns his wife’s services. Even.if 
a wife assist her husband in accumulating a fortune 
by her services in the home or in his business, he is 


CAMPAIGN OVER THE COUNTRY 


tary of the Woman’s Party. Miss Pollitzer outlined the campaign of 
the organization which is non-partisan and told of the amazing laws 
which handicap women in every field. Mrs. Gehrmann at the close of 
the address appealed for the interest of all women in this campaign 
which, she declared was just, not only for women, but for all human 
beings. She asked all who were interested, to get in touch with her. 
Many members joined to stand back of the legislative campaign ad- 
vanced,” 
Bills Introduced In Ohio. 
The Ohio Branch is another which is conducting a 
vigorous legislative campaign. The Ohio State Journal 
of February 22nd contains the following account: 
“Equal Rights for women as proposed by the 
National Woman’s Party were ncorparaied in 10 
bills introduced in the Senate. 


“Exclusive right of the husband to select the 
abode for both himself and his wife would be with- 
drawn; protection of minority would be extended 
to females as well as males, by making 21 years the 
legal age for marriage without consent of the parents, 
and real estate toward payment for which both hus- 
band and wife have contributed would be equitably 
divided between them, under the bills. 

“Other changes contemplated include: Making 
the wife the authorized agent of the husband where 
the husband now is agent of the wife; extension to 
wife of equal rights with the husband in the guardian- 
ship of children; allowing husband and wife to con- 
tract with each other and with other persons as in- 
dividuals; to repeal the law allowing a husband to 
sue for damages for loss of services of his wife 
because of personal injury, the husband under pres- 
ent law being permitted to recover for loss of her 

services, while the wife may sue for damages only 

because of personal inconvenience, discomfort, etc. ; 
giving illegitimate children equal rights. with other 
children after they have been judicially determined 
to be the children of either parent and the establish- 
ment of 20 years as the contract age for women, 
instead of 18 years. 


“Seven of the measures were sponsored | 
Senator Adair, Democrat, of Wayne County, two | 
Senator McCoy, Republican, of Mahoning, and 
by Senator Garver, Democrat, of Holmes Count; 

“Miss Fred Lee Woodson, Washington, D. U 
and Mrs. James M. Rector, of the Ohio Branc 
of the National Woman’s Party, are. in 


entitled to the whole of the fortune because as hus- FLORENCE BAYARD HILLES _ the Ohio legislative campaign.” 


band he is entitled to her services. eS Oe ee eee During the week the proposed minimum wage la 


“In the case of personal injury to a married 
woman two suits may be maintained: one by her for her 
pain and suffering, and the other by her husband for the loss of his 
wife’s services. She has no corresponding right to his services, and in 
case of injury to him, she can recover nothing. 

“The father only may dispose of the custody of the minor children 
by will, except that he cannot deprive the mother of the custody of the 
children during her lifetime without her consent. A mother cannot by 
will appoint a guardian for her child unless there is no father. 

“Women are ineligible for jury service. 

“In Illinois the husband is the head of the family. He may estab- 
lish the legal residence of his family. 

“In granting letters of administration of the estate of a decedent, the 
father is prefetred to the mother, and the brother to the sister. 

“A meeting at the home of Mrs. Susan Lawrence Gehrmann yester- 
day afternoon was addressed by Miss Anita Pollitzer, national secre- 


applying to women but not applying to men, was de 
feated by the Ohio Senate, the Ohio State Journal of Feb. 22 writes: 

“Ohio’s Senate yesterday definitely sidetracked the minimum wage 

bill when it adopted by a vote of 18 to 16 the resolution by Senator 

Burch of Akron referring the issue to a fact-finding cor:niission to . 

report to the next general assembly, or to any special session that may be 

called subsequent to the filing of the report. The resolution goes to the 

House of concurrence and the naming of the House members of the 

connnsiesion. Senate membérs named are Burch, Loughead and Fergu- 
son.” 

The Ohio Branch has Miss Fred Lee Woodson as state or- 
ganizer. Miss Woodson has helped at the National Headquarters during 
the past year as a member of the Legal Research Department, She is a 
graduate of the Law School of George Washington University and is a 
member of the District of Columbia Bar, so that she is particularly well 
equipped to help with the legislative work. 
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Crumbling Europe. 


Hearing In Michigan. 
From Michigan Mrs. Laure Cramer, acting state chairman, telegraphs : 

“Hearing on Equal Rights bill postponed to March 6th. Send us 
the best speaker possible.” 

Committee Report di Oklahoma. 
Mus. Cobly, of the Benth, writes in a letter to 
National Headquarters : 

“T have not written you since my trip to Oklahoma City the first 
of the present week. I found the Committee on Criminal Jurisprudence 
which has our bills in charge about to bring an adverse report on our 
quite innocuous bill providing that mothers shall be equally with fathers, 
natural guardians of their minor children and doing away with the pres- 

ent preference in the state law of fathers over mothers in the appoint- 
ment of legal guarians of their children. I asked for a hearing, and was 
courteously granted one. It was, however, a hopeless task; I could 
hardly say three words without interruption and the sentiment of the 
Committee was adequately expressed by Mr. G. T. Taylor, its chair- 
man, in his statement that ‘the relative status of men and women was 

- established by God, and we have no right to meddle with it.’ I finally 
told them that I had explained the facts and the law as it was under- 
stood by the Woman’s Party, and if they still chose to bring in an 
adverse report the responsibility would be theirs. They brought it in, 
Mr. Callahan, who introduced our bills, signing a favorable report 
alone, and their report was adopted. 

“Our big Equal Rights bill is still to come in.” 

From Minnesota, Anita Pollitzer, who has been assisting the State 
Branch since she left Illinois, telegraphs: 
Labor Endorsements In Minnesota. 

“Have gone before both St. Paul and Minneapolis Trades and 
Labor Ass«.nbly affiliated with A. F. of L. and gotten endorsements 
of our Equal Rights legislation.” | 
2 Progress In Delaware. ~ 

Further victories were won this week in Delaware. Mrs. Florence 
Bayard Hilles, state legislative chairman, writes: 

“Our Equal Guardianship bills have passed the House, and our bills 
conterning intestate property and real estate have passed the Senate. 
These bills have been endorsed (the intestate bills) by the Kent County 
Bar Association, and I was much surprised to have a lawyer from the 
New Castle County Bar volunteer to speak in their behalf. 

“Belated, but favorable action on the ratification of the suffrage 
amendment took place in the Senate. I noticed several hide-bound antis 
sneak out in time to avoid voting on it. 


“The ‘domicile’ bill is the only problem, and I’ve not given up hopes — 


for it. It will not be brought up before next week, and I will telegraph 
you tomorrow, if I still think it necessary to have you send some one 
from Washington to speak at the hearing.” 

It is impossible because of limited space to give an account of ‘the 
nation-wide legislative campaign in more than a few places. The same 
type of a campaign, however, is in progress from one end of the country 
to the other, where the legislatures are meeting. 


— 


INTERESTING BALTIMORE MEETINGS 
Political Economy Club—Friday, March 2, 8 P. M., 817 North 

Charles Street. Speakers, Laura M. Berrien, Chairman Govern- 

ment Workers’ Council, National Woman’s Party; Mayor Wil- 

liam F. Broening of Baltimore. an 
People’s Party—Saturday, March 3, 8 P. M., 1222 St. Paul Street. 

' Speaker, Dr. John L. Stenquist of the Department of Education. 
Open Forum—Sunday, March 4, 3 P. M., 18 West Saratoga Street. 

Speaker, Adolph Fild, New York Socialist-Labor rest on 


J. G. L. Tea—Tuesday, March 6, 3 P. M., 817 North Charles Street. _ 
Speaker, Dr. Katherine Gallagher of Goucher College. 
Women’s Cooperative League—Wednesday, March 7, 3 P. M., 817 


North Charles Street. Speaker, Mrs. T. W. Forbes. _ 
| —Advertisement. 
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STARTING OF ENDOWMENT FUND 


ISCONSIN, the first State to ratify the Susan B. Anthony 

Amendments, the first State to adopt the Equal Rights bill, has 
achieved another distinction, for from Wisconsin has come the first con- 
tribution to the Endowment Fund of the National Woman’s Party—a gift 
of five shares of stock of the American Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany by Mrs. Max Rotter of Milwaukee. 

For several years Mrs. Rotter has been an active worker in the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party and a generous contributor. During the suffrage 
campaign she was Wisconsin chairman of “The Suffragist’” and did 
much to extend its circulation. Since the reorganization of the Woman’s 
Party for its general Equal Rights program she has been treasurer of the 
Wisconsin branch. During the campaign to secure the passage of the 
Equal Rights bill Mrs. Rotter was one of the most faithful and successful 
lobbyists and was of great assistance in gaining the victory. Mrs. Rotter 
was also the first “founder” of the Woman’s Party from Wisconsin, and 
in addition she has made one of her friends and-co-workers a “founder.” 

Now that a National Heaquarters has been established by the splendid 
gift of Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont, and now that an official organ in the form 
of Equal Rights has been provided for the organization through the gen- 
erous effort of Mrs. Donald R. Hooker, the time seems ripe for the starting 
of an endowment fund to cover the running expenses of the organization. 
For the successful conduct of the campaign large sums of money will be 
needed regularly to meet the traveling expenses of organizers, printing of 
literature and the maintaining of a staff at Headquarters. The best 
solution for a regular income seems to have been offered in the establish- 
ing of a permanent endowment fund, which has been started by Mrs. 
Rotter’s gift, equivalent-in money to approximately $600.00, and to which 
it is hoped all members will contribute as generously. 


MISS BERRIEN TO ADDRESS BALTIMORE WOMEN 


HE Political Economy Club of the Just Government League of Mary- 

land will have as its speakers on Friday evening, March 2, Miss Laura 
M. Berrien, chairman of the Government Workers’ Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, and Hon, William F. Broening of Baltimore. 

This club is comprised of prominent business and professional women 
of the monumental city who gather together once a month to hear of the 
work that women are doing in various lines of endeavor. Its chairman 
is Miss Zeda M. Beauchamp of Baltimore, secretary to Col. H. C. Perring, 
City Engineer. 

Mayor Broening will tell of the city’s school program. 

Miss Berrien will tell of the aims of the Government Workers’ Coun- 
cil and will bring out that reports from government workers and an in- 
vestigation which the Council has made show how universally discrimi- 
nations against women are practiced in every department of the govern- 


' ment. Yet the first place that women have a right to demand Equality is 


in the government service, where its establishment would have a far-reach- 
ing effect on the position of women in every field. The problem of 
Equal Rights for women in the government becomes in this way the prob- 
lem of all women. 

To summarize the outstanding discriminations it has been found that 
women are denied equal opportunity and recognition in the government 
service, that especially in the matter of promotion to higher grades of work 


_and pay, women have been and continue to be discriminated against so that 


practically all of the high salaried positions are held by men; that by hold- 
ing the executive positions men are able to continue the practice of ad- 
vancing men and ignoring women, in some cases candidly stating that 
women will not be put on higher grades of work whatever their qualifica- 
tions may be, in other cases, disclaiming any such purpose but quietly pur- 
suing the same policy. 

While in Baltimore Miss Berrien will be the guest of Mrs. Townsend 
Scott, member of the National Council of the Party. The meeting will 
be held at 8 o’clock. 


¢6¢ AM pleased to add my greetings to the National Woman’s Party. 
I sincerely trust your non-partisan organization may be successful 
~ in its efforts to assist in the development of our highest national ideals.”— 


Governor Olcon of Oregon. 
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THE WORK OF THE WOMAN’ S PARTY 


Speech By Mrs. Harvey Wiley, Chairman Of The Homemakers’ Council of The Woman's Party, at Royal Arcanum Hall, in 
Baltimore, Sunday, February 25. 


MIGHT be well to begin by saying something of the history of the 
j present Woman’s Party, although it may be a repetition of what you 
know already. The former Woman’s Party which stood primarily for the 
passage of the Federal Suffrage Amendment made woman suffrage a po- 
litical and a national issue as a result of its election campaigns, in which 
it held the party in power responsible for the passage of the suffrage 
amendment. Through unceasing effort-from 1913 to 1920, it brought the 
national suffrage amendment from a position of obscurity to one where 
it was one of the principal issues before the country, and finally secured 
its passage by Congress and its ratification by the necessary 36 States. 

The new Woman’s Party, reorganized on a permanent basis in 1921, 
has as its object the removal of all the remaining discriminations against 
women and as its immediate object the removal of all discriminations ir 
the law. The reorganizing convention took place on the hundred and first 
anniversary of the birth of Susan B. Anthony, that is to say, on Febru- 
ary 15, 1921) The Woman’s Party was then converted from a temporary 
suffrage organization into a permanent organization devoted to the wel- 
fare and advancement of women. | 

At the reorganizing convention great pressure was brought to bear on 
the Woman’s Party to espouse every known cause dear to the heart of 
women, such as peace and child labor, and the greatest eloquence possible 
was displayed in setting forth the claims of each, but Alice Paul had had 
her vision, and true leader that she is, her views prevailed. The so 
Party therefore dedicated itself to the freedom of women and its ai 
came the removal of all discriminations against women in public an sot 
vate life. It seeks to obtain for women equal rights and opportunities 
with men in the professions, in industry, in education, in the church, in 
the home and in the conduct of our Government—in short, to obtain for 
women a position where they shall be able to direct their own lives and 
equally with men to direct the course of our common life. It is begin- 
ning with the removal of discriminations in the law. 

We have been much criticised for taking up this cause. We have been 
called silly, it has been said that we do not know when we have enough 
and that we want t6o nidany rights. We have been criticised by other 
women’s organizations and by our good friends the welfare workers, but 
the latest accusation is that we “want the right to be mothers -without 
the restrictions of marriage.’”’ The only answer to all these attacks is that 
you can judge of the magnitude of a cause by the number of its enemies. 
Water cannot boil without heat. If a cause is violently opposed and con- 
tinues to live the element of truth is there or it would not continue to 


survive. 


Since February, 1921, the Woman’s Party has accomplished a notable 
work. In the first place, from February 25, 1921, to date the receipts of 
the Woman’s Party have been over $280,000. This‘is a mighty sum to be 
contributed to a cause as much berated as ours. Although Mrs. Belmont 
has given a generous amount of this amount for Headquarters the work 
is carried on by ‘membership dues as-low as $1.00 each. 

In the second place there has been undertaken a survey of all existing 
laws in all the 48 States in regard to women. This is being done by Mrs. 
Burnita Shelton Matthews, our Legal Research Secretary, and a corps 
of 12 legal assistants. Mrs. Matthews, by the way,:is a member of the 
District of Columbia bar and a master of laws, a very entrancing little 
person who looks like a Quakeress. These thirteen women are: scruti- 
nizing every State constitution, every code and every court decision in 
every one of the States. A colossal work has been done already in the 
space of about a year. They have worked in the library of the Supreme 
Court and in the Law Section of the Congressional Library. The work 
is now practically finished. All the States have been covered for all 
the major points regarding discriminations against women. Twenty-five 


States have been covered in every point and the data for ten States has. 


been put into print, in the shape of little booklets for sale at the price of 
5 cents apiece. No nation in the world“has ever before codified all its 


laws in regard to women. 


We are therefore beginning to have facts 


needed to answer all objections, and if any one says “I don’t believe any 
such discriminations exist” we can say “We can prove it; here it is in 
such and such a law or court decision.” 

In the third place the Woman’s Party has prepared a great body of 
literature on the subject of these discriminations. At the Headquarters 
in. Washington there‘are all sorts of pamphlets and booklets displayed to 
aid in the dissemination of this vital story. 

In the fourth place, the Woman’s Party has, through a nation-wide 
publicity campaign, brought the question of equal rights from the back- 
ground into the forefront in the press, before the people of the country 
and before the State legislatures. All groups of women are discussing it. 
It is the biggest issue before women today. 

In the fifth place, we have achieved by this agitation the result that al- 
ready over 4,000,000 women in nine States have had laws improved in’ 
their behalf. These States are Maine, Delaware, Wisconsin, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Virginia, Maryland, Massachusetts and Georgia. Only in 
Wisconsin, however, were women given anything approximating all rights 
under the law possessed by men, and even in that State complete equality 
was not achieved. 

In everyone of these nine States, due to the agitation of the Woman’ s 
Party, some improvement has been secured. 3 
In the sixth place, the Woman’s Party has gained a permanent Head- 
quarters. Here we have no rent to pay so that all the money we secure 
from now on will go into the work of the campaign in the States 
and on Congress. This beautiful, historic and most dramatic headquarters, 
facing the Capitol, is the gift of Mrs. O. H. P. Belmont. We cannot but 
admire the fearless self respect of the giver and be impressed by her be- 
lief in the dignity and destiny of her sex. This building is not to be merely 
a headquarters but as Elsie Hill has said, “an Embassy for the Women 
of the Nation, a clubhouse where they may stay, a bureau where they 
can secure information—in short, a center of thought and activity for 
women and a vantage point from which they may keep Congress under 

perpetual observation.” 

And finally one of the things to rejoice over most of all is the start- 
ing of the new official organ of the Woman’s Party entitled Equal Rights, — 
a weekly periodical to. broadcast the vital and interesting developments of 
our campaign. This splendid achievement we owe primarily to the 
chairman of our Maryland Branch, Mrs. Donald R. Hooker, and to her 
husband, Dr. Donald R. Hooker. Nothing will add so much life and 
strength to the movement for Equal Rights as the publication of this 


paper. 


At our conference of national and,State officers on November 11, 1922, 
the Declaration of Rights demanded by the Woman’s Party was presented. - 
This Declaration of Rights is the same as the one set forth in 1848 in the 
Seneca Falls Convention. It is a significant fact that the only change be- 
tweén the 1848 Declaration and the one presented to our conference last 
November was the omission of one clause, namely, the one demanding 
the right to vote, which has already been won. 

Speaking of our Declaration of Principles, the Washington Post (none 
too kind to the Woman’s Party in the past) states: 

Women’s organizations meet here this week to debate the burning 
issue of “Equal Rights.” The Woman’s Party holds that the logical 
fulfillment of the suffrage amendment is the removal of all remaining 
legal discriminations against women. The Consumers’ League says 
that women are not yet ready for equality and that they still need 
special protection which may be ais by Equal Rights leg- 
islation. 

“The .question for debate is whether women are now ready for 
equal property rights, equal guardianship of their children, equal 
educational opportunities, equal opportunities for office holding, jury 
service, etc. The average man has long ago conceded such demands on 
the part of women and it remains therefore only for public opinion to 
_ cause these rights to be written on the statute books. Doubtless this 
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these laws, such as the eight-hour lawrfor ins 


new campaign will proceed as logically and inevitably to its fulfill- 
ment as did the suffrage campaign and victory for Equal Rights 
will occasion as little disturbance to the fabric of society as did the 
admission of women to the polls.” 


This Declaration of Rights is, therefore, 75 years old and is vouched for 
by the pioneer leaders whom all suffragists revere—Elizabeth Cady Stan- 
ton, Lucretia Mott and Susan B. Anthony. 

Our Declaration of Principles states what women ought to have. The 
Preamble reads : 


“Whereas, women today, although enfranchised, are still in every way 
subordinate to men before the law,.in government, in educational opportu- 
nities, in the professions, in the church, in industry-and in the home ; 

“Be It Resolved, that as part of our campaign to remove all forms of 
the su — of women, we shall work for the following immediate 
objects : 

Then follow 29 clauses setting forth the objects to be attained. 

One of the-clauses that has caused the most opposition is that on in- 
dustrial equality, reading : 

Women shall no longer be barred from any occupation, but every 
occupation open to men shall be open to women, and restrictions upon 

. the hours, conditions, and remuneration of labor shall apply alike to 
both sexes. 

We have all thought special “welfare laws” for women were for the 
best interests of women and splendid women have worked untiringly for 
a long period of years to have them written upon the statute books of the 
various S . By “welfare laws” I refer, of course, to the laws govern- 
ing the hours and conditions of work for women and the minimum wage 


, should be for both 
there is no sex discrimination when you come to the laws 
for crime. Men or women who break the laws are treated alike and 
given the penalty for the same crime, so men and women should 
share the say “. privileges. We do not wish to abrogate the eight-hour laws 


laws. The Woman’s Party has come for ge hn however, that 


sexes, just 


now-in existence but merely to see that they are not on a sex basis. 


In the meantime many “welfare laws” are working hardships upon 
women. In our research work we have found many laws are being passed 
in the name of “welfare,” which place restrictions upon the work of 


_. women. In Ohio there are sixteen trades in which the work of women 


is prohibited, as for instance women taxi drivers, bell hops, etc. 

Mrs. Sydney Webb, one of the greatest authorities on the question of 
women in industry, stated in her report to Parliament in 1919 that there 
should be no law for sex, creed or race in industry. All restrictions for 
hours, wages, conditions, she believes, should be for all. 

The Woman’s Party takes the same position. It dissents from special 
protective legislation for women only. It wants to secure protective leg- 
islation for men and women alike. If eight hours of work is good for 
a woman it is good for a man, but if the law applies to women only it 
creates a handicap upon women in competing for jobs with men. 

The same point of view was apparently endorsed by the International 
Congress of Working Women, which met in Washington in 1919, pre- 
sided over by Mrs. Raymond Robins. All the resolutions adopted called 


- for an eight-hour day and were for both men and women. 


The Woman’s Party is not, of course, opposed to maternity legisla- 
tion. Such legislation is based on maternity, which is a condition, and not 
on, sex. 

- When our Equal Rights program comes into effect and women have lost 
some of their age-long timidity and have become more accustomed to 
speaking out in public and taking part in public affairs, they will, it is 
mly personal opinion, have to secure State aid for mothers of young chil- 
dren—that is for mothers who are obliged to make contribution of. the 
mother’s service and the husband’s support at the same time. 


In my opinion women with young children should stay at home, unless 


| they are compelled to go out and earn money, much more than they do— 


and I do not refer here to the working woman alone. Personally I do not 
believe in the combination of a career with the rearing of young children 
unless stern necessity compels the mother not only to make her contri- 
bution of service to the home but also to supply the money with which, 


to create it. Home making is the most ancient and honorable and delight- 


most effectual. 
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ful of occupations and is the crying need of the day. I have no sympathy 
with the idea entertained by some reformers that every woman should 
work for a wage outside the home and then send the children to State 
institutions. Only two people really love a child and those are his 
parents. Contrast the Spartan civilization with the Athenian. In Sparta 
the child went to a State institution at seven years of age; everything 
was done to promote bodily efficiency and a race of athletes resulted with- 
out spirituality or any of the arts which flourished in Athens. A child 
must have that gift of love which is born with him in order to achieve 
the best that is in him. 

I now turn for a few moments to the subject of. the existing discrimi- 
nations against women as found in the laws of today. These discrimina- 
tions are not due to the men of today but have been handed down through 
the ages. The Roman law gave the husband the power of life and death 
over his wife. Under the English law the wife lost her separate existence 
after marriage. Laws are not made for the best of wanes, laws are 
made for the worst of men. 

The best way to describe these discriminations in the laws against 
women is to tell you about the play given last week in Washington. This 
little play was written by Mrs. Alice Barney, especially for the Woman’s 


‘Party and called “Driven.” On the program it was stated that this play 


might have taken place in many of the States. It depicted a family of 
husband, wife, son and daughter. The husband was exceedingly un- 
desirable and finally goes off with another woman. Then the son supports 
his mother and sister, and by his diligence and industry finally buys a 
home for them. But his hard work cost him his life and he dies pre- 
maturely, leaving no will. The dissolute father hears of this and returns 
to claim the home. The mother tells the father that he cannot stay in her 
home, bought for her by her son, and intended only for her. But the 
father laughingly and jeeringly tells the mother to stop her hysterics— 
that by law the house belongs to him, since there is no will. She then 
turns heartbrokenly to go, taking her young daughter with her, but the 
father stops her, saying the daughter also belongs to him by law and that 
she must remain and work for him. The mother in despair appeals to a 
lawyer friend to find out if all this is true and finds to her sorrow that it 
is all according to law. As already stated, this sad tragedy could happen 
in many of our States. | 

The Maryland laws, like those of most States, are based upon the old 
English “common law,” brought over to this country by the early colo- 
nists. All women were, according to the common law, legally inferior to 


men. The married woman’s property, her services, her earnings and her 
children belonged to her husband. 


Maryland has modified the common law by statute in some instances. 
But in numerous and important respects this old conception of women’s 
legal inferiority is still expressed in the laws of the State. Today in Mary- 
land the mother is not the legal guardian of her own child. The wife does 
not completely own her own labor or her earnings. Women are not 
permitted to hold certain offices, nor to serve on juries. — 

The National Woman’s Party is working to remove these disabilities so 
that women, as mothers, as wives and as citizens, will have the same pro- 
tection under the law as men. 


4 TREMENDOUS work can be and is being done by the Woman’s 
Party, and I feel confident that the results secured by it will be 


Permit me to extend my felicitations to your organiza- 
tion.”—Governor McMaster of South Dakota. 


VARIETY IN FOOTWEAR 


Our stock is so large and 
so complete and the range of 
prices so great that every 
woman can be sure to find 
here just the shoes she wants 
at the price she wants to pay. 


WYMAN 
Home of Good Shoes 


EOCCIAL ENGRAVING AS 
WELL AS BOOKS 


- You can be sure of the correctness of your 
invitations and cards if they come from 
our Stationery Department 


. The Norman, Remington Co 


CHARLES AT MULBERRY ST. 


PRINTERS and PUBLISHERS 
| Day Printing Company 


IS NOW LOCATED AT LIGHT 


AND LOMBARD STREETS, 
Eatrance on Balderston street 


Lexington Street 
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+ cal Council to work for the realization 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY FORMS POLITICAL COUNCIL 


ETTERS have been broadcasted to women members of the State leg- 
islatures and to women engaged in political activities by Mrs. Wini- 
fred Mason Huck, Congresswoman.from Illinois, asking their co-operation 
by joining the newly formed political, council of the National Woman’s 
Party. 
“I am writing to ask you to join the Polftical Council of the National 
Woman’s Party, which is organized té"Secufe equal participation of men 
and women in government »through the 
election and sppointment 
ublic office,” writes Mrs. in the 
etters sent out from Washington Head- 
quarters the past week. 

“As a part of its nation-wide Equal 
Rights campaign the Woman's Party is 
organizing special Councils to remove 
the prejudice which handicaps women in 
every field. In its Declaration of Prin- 
ciples, a copy of which I enclose, it 1s 
recognized that ‘women today, although 
enfranchised, are still in every way 
subordinate to men’ and as one step in FR Muu 
ncipation it is determined that 
ll no longer be the governed 

iety, but shall participate cage II 
with men in the direction of | se 
ife” It is the function of the Politi- 


— 


of this object. 
“Because you are an inspiring exam- 
ple of the success which women may 
achieve in politics, we need your help 
and co-operation in this campaign, and 
believe in return, that the Council will 


appointme women to political office. 
Won't you therefore, fill out the mem- 
bership card enclosed, and. enlist in this 
campaign, either as an active member or 
as an associate member? 

“With all good wishes to you for 
success in your own political work, and 
the earnest hope that you will associate 
yourself with us in our effort to secure 
the universal recognition of women’s | Qa @ 
right to an equal share in government. . =|. 

WIniFreD Mason Huck, 
Chairman, Political Council, of the 

Woman’s Party, Member of Con- 

gress from Illinois. 


The Political Council of the National 
Woman’s Party was organized for the 
purpose of advancing the position of 
women in the political field. It will en- 
deavor to place women in elective and appointive offices, regardless of the 
political party which may have the disposal of the offices sought to be filled 
by women. The Woman’s Party contends that there is little reason why 
another two years should fail to show numbers of women in both 
of the national congress. It feels there is no reason why national offices, 
state offices, county offices and city offices should not be distributed without 
sex being a handicap to women. 


The outline of campaign adopted by the Conference of National and 
State Officers of the Woman’s Party in November contains the following 
program for the branches of the Political Council in each local community : 


“Make certain that women are nominated to all elective offices in your 
local community, your county and your state, and supported in the elections 
so that they are placed equally with men in the offices which control the 
life of the community; . 


“Make certain that women are appointed equally with men to all ap- 
pointive positions under your local, your county and your state govern- 
ment ; 

“Make certain that whenever public money is spent women receive 
the appointments in all grades of employment equally with men.” 


MRS. WINIFRED 


The co-chairman of the Council are Senator Rebecca Felton of 
Georgia, the first woman Senator in the United States, and Mrs. Huck. 
Miss Sue White of Tennessee is secretary of the Council. 

Miss White, in referring to the need for the Political Council, sends 
the following information concerning the situation with which the Political 
Council seeks to deal: 

“Congress has a total membership of 531 members—96 in the Senate 
and 435 in the House of Representa- 
tives. There is no woman in the Senate. 
The only woman who ever held a com- 
mission to that body is Mrs. Rebecca 
Felton of Georgia, who was agpointed 
during a recess and whose term ex- 
pired before the reconvening of Con- 
gress. 

“The National Woman’s Party has 
investigated the situation as to state leg- 
islatures and of the 41 that convene in 
1923 reports have been received from 
36. These 36 state legislatures have an 
aggregate membership of 5,348, and of 
this number only 76 are women. Ten 
of the 36 states reporting have no wom- 
en members at all. 

“It should be pointed out also that in 

the administrative end of the govern- 
ce ment the condition is just as bad. It 
[= is seldom that we find women at the 
= head of departments, even in state gov- 
ernments, and never in the national gov- 
ernment. Once in a whit. we find. a 
woman state superintendent ¥ public in- 
struction, but more often the men hold 
these jobs. 


national government all authority is 
vested in men, All heads of departments 
are men, and all bureau chiefs with one 


; 
| 
| here are practica lly 
no 


judges. Even in the juvenile courts and 
courts of domestic relations they could 
be counted on the fingers. One of the 
‘Most important single phases of women’s 
work for women, is to get women on 
the bench. Judges have so much to do 
with influencing the trend of the law 
that women cannot hope to reach 
equality in the law if the interpretation of the law is left entirely to men 
judges. The law of the future should have the impress of both the 
legislative and judicial sense of women. 

“The important thing for women to see is how small a part they do 
play in government and to resolve to bring about some changes at once. 
If women are to tie up with the old political ‘band wagons’ as they often 
are told to do, certainly they should insist upon better seats than they 
now have. 

“There has been a tendency on the part of political managers to try 
to flatter women, but they have soon to find out that this will not go far. 
Women want admission into the party councils and they will have it or 
the existing parties will lose the best of them. 

“The very existence of the Woman's Party is a challenge to the parties 
run by men who have been so jealous of woman’s entrance into the politi- 
cal field. It is up to women to force their way into the very heart of such 
old political parties as remain existent and into any new ones that may 
arise. It is part of the program of the Political Council of the Woman’s 
Party to see that this is done, and it will see to it one way or another. 
Upon all occasions the claims of women will be pressed to the utmost.” 


MASON HUCK 


“In the administrative end of the 


\ 


\ 


| 
= 
— 
help you persogally by creating public 
) sentiment in favor of the election and ie 
| 
| 
en. 
| : | 
| 
} 


Per Ohio Branch: 


TWO MILLION DOLLAR FUND 
TREASURER’S REPORT—Edith Aingle, Treasurer. 


National Woman’s Party Headquarters, Capitol Hill, Washington, D. C. 
Auditors: American Audit Company. 
VER a million dollars has been raised and spent by the National 
Woman’s Party in its campaign for a better position for women. 
This fund was opened in December, 1912, with the launching of the active 
movement for the national suffrage amendment. Over $790,000.00 was 
raised and spent in the winning of suffrage. Since the suffrage victory 
over $280,000.00 has been raised and spent for the general Equal Rights 
program. Approximately $158,000.00 of this latter sum consists of Mrs. 
O. H. P. Belmont’s wonderful gift of the National Headquarters. The 
remaining $122,000 has been spent on the Equal Rights campaign with 
the: State legislatures, on the orgdnizing of State and local branches 
throughout the country to support the Equal Rights program, on the ex- 
tensive research which has been made into the position of women before 
the law, on the drafting of legislation to remove the legal disabilities of 
women, and on the publishing of thousands of leaflets and pamphlets 
explaining and interpreting the Equal Rights program. 

Now that the foundations of the Equal Rights campaign have been 
laid, we are putting our hands to the task of raising a fund with which 
to carry this movement to the same victory that was won for suffrage. 
We appeal to every woman who reads this paper to help bring this victory 
by giving and raising to the utmost for this fund. The day upon which 
Equal Rights for women is established everywhere depends largely upon 


the campaign fund that is back of the movement. Will you not take your 


share in making this campaign fund an adequate one? Will you not begin 
by sending immediately some contribution, no matter how small, to the 
treasury ? 

Total receipts to National Headquarters, December 7, 1912, to Febru- 
ary 15, 1923, $1,088,069.87. 


~Contributions, membership receipts and other receipts to National 
Headquarters, February 15, 1923, to February 22, 1923: 


Miss Bisie Hill, Conn................ $30.00 
Mrs. Eleanor 8. Burch, Conzn.... 5.00 
Per Pennsylvania Branch: 
Mrs. Henry 
Dr. Miriam. Butt..................... 
Per New York City Committee: 
Miss Agnes Blatt.................... 
Miss Mattie Blagz.................. 
Miss Emma Weglein.............. | 
Miss Blanche B. Hedges........ 1.00 
Miss J. Woodland.............. 
Miss Charlotte Wilmer.......... 
Miss M. A. Wo@land............ 


Mrs. Carey Boggess................ 
Miss Clara Bretney................ 
Mrs. Coral Carmony 
Miss Margaret H. Cole.......... 
Lillian Collins 


Miss Anna B. Foss.................. 
Miss Alice Fox........................ 
Miss Keren J. Ganwer.......... 
Miss. Elia L. Geiger................ 
Miss Drusilla M. Gillette... 
Miss Daisy L. Gorden............ 
Miss Etta ©. Hawemaker... 


Mrs. Walter B. Chambers... Pearl Heizer.................. 


Mrs. Wm. Dessar .................... 
Miss Eva Dell Norris.............. 
Mrs. Emma H, Stillman........ 
Mrs. Carrie Rodenbach.......... 
Mrs. A. M. Van Dyke............. 
Mrs. A. H. Schener................. 
Miss Mary M. Lilly N. ¥.......... 1.00 


Mrs. Kari 8. Kumiler.............. 
Mrs. N. W. Lemen.................. 
Miss Rena Miller.................... 
Miss Anna A. Moore............... 
Miss Lena E. Miller.............. 
Miss Besse R. Mumma......... 


50 
.50 
.50 

50 
50 
50 
50 
Mrs. W. Alexandet.................. 50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


Mrs. F. R. Hazard, N. W............ 100.00 Miss Bleanor B. Nassau........ 
Mrs. Martha Falconer Jones, Miss Ruth Netts...................... 
District of Columbia.............. 25.00 Mra. 


Mrs. Lucius M. Cuthbert, Col.. 100.00 


Miss Grace Prince.................. 
Mrs, Susan Lawrence Gehrmann, 


Miss Anna Rabbits.................. 


100.00 Mrs. A. 8. Rodgers.................. 
Mrs. Gaillard Stoney, Cal. 10.00 Miss Margaret Ryan............. 
Mrs. Marion C. Bogart, N. Y... 10.00 Miss Marian Sellers................ 
Miss Elizabeth Berrien, 8. C... 5.00 Miss Maude Snyder................ 
Dr. Caroline Spencer, Col......... 5.00 Mrs. Geo. W. Timmerman... 


Miss Ella N. Van Fossen, Cal. 1.00 Miss Bennetta D. Tittlow...... 


Miss Dorothy Vester.............. 


USE 


Miss A. B. Sullivan, D. ©.......... 1.00 Mrs. Anne Washburn.............. 

Miss Margaret Baker............ 45.00 Mrs. Ada D. Adam.................. 5.00 
Miss Josephine Bretney........ 5.00 Miss Louise Clevenger.......... 5.00 
Mrs. Margaret de WiCtt.......... 5.00 Miss Mary A. Fair.................. 5.00 
Mrs. Carrie B. Mezger............ 5.00 Mrs. Geo. B. Twitchell........... 50 
Mrs. Mabel B, Patton............ 5.00 Mrs. Mae E. Costin................. .50 
Miss Bertha J. Schoenthal.... 5.00 Miss Mary Winsor, Pa............... 100.00 
Miss Alice Stewart................. 5.00 Mrs. Edwin B. Jones, Del......... 75.00 
Mrs. EB. L. Buchwalter.......... 5.00 Miss Fannie Wolfson, La......... 25.00 
Mire. 50 #=Per Minnesota Branch: 

Mrs. H. 8. Berlin.................... Miss Jane 5.00 
Miss Justine D. Bevitt.......... 50 Miss Ruth King..................... 5.00 
Miss Florence B. Black.......... 50 


Miss Rebecca Blaine, 8S. D....... 10.00 


Mrs. M. B. Spelshouse, D. C..... 100 Mrs. Mary A. Berger, Md....... 1.00 
Mrs. D. K. Baylis, D. C 1.00 Mrs. Herbert Mills, Conn.....~.. 1.00 
Mrs. Fred. T. Manning, oun. 1.00 
Mrs. John Leonardi, Fia.......... 1,00 
Miss Josiebelle Metz, D. C....... 1.00 
Mrs. B. McOlung, D. C............... 1.00 
50 Theatre Benefit ....................... 69.50 
50 Sale of Furniture....................... 5.25 

Miss Mary Gay, 50 
Mrs. Edith H. McFadden.... $1,039.10 
Mrs. Mabel K, Benedict, D. C... 5.00 Total Receipts through February 21. 

Miss Jenny A. Seaman, Mich.... 1.00 1923, $1,089,108.97. 


THE COMMITTEE OF ONE HUNDRED 


NE of the best pieces of news in this issue is the fact that Mrs. 
William Kent has agreed to organize and act as chairman of a 
“Headquarters Maintenance Committee of 100” again. 

For many years, beginning way back in the time when the Woman's 
Party occupied only an humble basement room on a down-town street 
in Washington, Mrs. Kent acted as chairman of a similar committee, 
which shouldered the responsibility for raising the rent for our Head- 
quarters. The splendid aid of this committee during the arduous years 
of the suffrage campaign was one of the important factors in the success 
of the work. 

When the Woman’s Party moved from its basement room to the his- 
toric Cameron House on Madison Place, and later to the still larger house 
at 14 Jackson Place on Lafayette Square, 
‘Mrs. Kent and her committee, consisting 
of more than 100 members undertook to 
raise the rent of these larger Headquar- 
ters. They never failed during those years | 
to carry out their responsibility. Without 
their work, the financing of the building 
in which were centered the strenuous ac- 
tivities of the suffrage campaign would 
have been infinitely more difficult. 

Now that we have our own great building 
and need no longer, thanks to the generosity 
of Mrs. Belmont, strive to raise funds for 
a landlord, Mrs. Kent has offered to re- 
organize her Committee to shoulder the re- 
sponsibility for the salary of a telephone operator and a headquarter’s 
stenographer. Her committee will undertake, as before, the raising of 
$2,500 a year. This sum will pay the salaries of the two workers men- 
tioned. 

The fact that Mrs. Kent has agreed to undertake this work means that 
it will be done. It means a great load off the shoulders of the Head- 
quarters workers who have heretofore been faced with the double task of . 
raising the money necessary for the upkeep of the Headquarters, in addi- 
tion to planning and directing the nation-wide legislative campaign now 
reaching nearly every state in the Union. So you see why we consider 
this piece of news so especially good! And why we have a decided 
impulse, so soon as Mrs. Kent has secured her committee, to print their 
names in red ink on our front page (if it weren’t for the printer’s bills!). 

Mrs. Kent has realized, what ought to be evident to all of us, that the 
value of the Headquarters depends entirely on their full utilization. We 
have our plant. The more constantly and intensively we use every facility 
of that plant, the greater return to the Woman’s Party and the greater 


MRS. WILLIAM KENT 


results in the: work. That is sound business, and no organization can 


afford to neglect business principles. 

The first step toward the full use of the Headquarters is a staff capable 
of taking charge of the mechanical routine. Lack of funds have made it 
necessary to keep our Headquarter’s staff at a minimum. Mrs. Kent’s 
generous offer to assume the salaries for two essential members of the 
staff, will make it possible to use our plant more intensively; it will also 
release money and energies for the direct prosecution of our purpose— 

“the removal of, all forms of the subjection of women.” 

Anyone willing to join Mrs. Kent’s committee should write immedi- 
ately to Mrs. Kent at Kentfield, Marin County, California. Membership 
on the.committee means taking the responsibility for giving or raising 
$25 for‘ the err of the committee during the year 1923. 
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Miss Elizabeth Cornwell...... 
| Miss Harriet M. Creager... 
| Mrs. J. C. Baston................ 
Mrs. C. W. 
Miss May Louise Ferrenz.. 
Mrs. Carrie Jones............. | 
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-and purposes are of smaller calibre. 
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DEDICATION 


‘To the women of every land and _ nation, to their children who 
constitute all humanity, to the brave dead who opened the heavy door 
of the house of bondage, and to the valiant spirits who will lead com- 
ing generations out into the sunshine, these pages are dedicated. 

May every woman who is not too idle to have a thought, or too 
vain to have a soul, or too rich in gold to have a heart, join in the 
great struggle for women’s freedom. 

Purity, Liberty, Justice—these we must work for! 


THE INFERIORITY COMPLEX 


SYCHIATRISTS tell us that the unremembered epoch from birth 
until five years of age is responsible for many of the complexes 
which obsess us in later life. During this early part of our existence, 
which in the main is unregistered in our consciousness, the ideas and ideals 
that are instilled into us through association and environment become so 
close a part of our mental equipment as to simulate character. 
course, accounts for the permanence of the various religions in different 
countries, the specific quality of national characteristics, and the dura- 
bility of customs and prejudices. Ideas that are implanted before endur- 
ing memory develops are more persistent than those which are laid down 
at a later period. 

Undoubtedly this scientific fact accounts for the potency of the belief 
that women as a group are inferior to men. In order to soften the harsh- 
ness of this verdict many kindly people substitute the word “different” 
for “inferior,” but they mean the same thing. Women are “different” 
from men, according to this#philosophy becausé they are weaker physi- 
cally, because they are more emotional and less honest, because they are 
timid, not courageous, because they lack initiative and because their minds 
In a word, they are “different” from 


men because all of the real and affirmative virtues are arbitrarily labeled 
“manly virtues” while all of the soft and negative qualities are called 
feminine or womanly. | 
The opprobrium dttaching to the word Bessinitee indicates sufficiently 
the moral character attributed to women. 
Now it is to be remembered that from their earliest years, long before 


This, of 


blind eyes on the next step forward in human progress, a 


they begin to walk, the great majority of girls are enveloped in an at- 
mosphere which takes this “difference” between the sexes for granted. 
Less than a generation ago it was a moot point as to whether girls were 


mentally or physically fitted to go to college. It was debated whether 
the female mind was competent to comprehend Greek, Latin and the higher 
mathematics. Even now “hen medics” and “co-eds” are looked upon ask- 
ance in many Eastern Educational institutions and only last week the 
students at the Johns Hopkins University voted overwhelmingly against 
admitting women to the undergraduate department. The effect of these 
accretions of the past which seep subtly into the consciousness of the 
young child: from her environment, is of untold moment in molding her 
estimate of her own capabilities. 

In addition, throughout her youth she is hedged in and coerced by count- 
less rules of conduct which do not apply to her brother. She must not 
be a tomboy, she must keep her curls and her frocks in order, and since 
people like pretty little girls who are good and quiet and obedient she 
must attune her conduct accordingly or, forfeit the commendation of her 
elders. Even at adolescence she discovers that it is not the self-reliant, 
athletic, courageous, studious girl who wins admiration, but the silk- 
stockinged, high-heeled, corseted young thing who spends more time pow- 
dering her nose than studying her lessons or playing tennis. 

Since almost everyone in the world, except perhaps the members of 
the National Woman’s Party, regards admiration and respectability as 
the final standards of conduct, the average girl cannot be blamed for or- 
dering her life acording to these unreal values. It flatters and stimulates 
the boys who take her to dances for her to seem helpless and emotional 
in contrast to their virility, so she toddles about, assumes the debutante 
slouch and does her utmost to appear highly feminine. Thus during all of 
the formative period of her life when her muscles and her character should 
be developing she is, as a result of her environment, restricted and re- 
pressed, until her potentialities both physical and mental, are atrophied. 
Then she decides, since her own abilities are :permanently crippled that 
women are by nature inferior to men and teaches her daughter accordingly. 

Thus the inferiority complex is handed on from one generation to an- 
other and the potential woman is shrouded and enervated by an archaic 
environment. Fortunately, today women are more and more freeing them- 
selves from the manifold arms of this strangling octopus. Short hair, 
hygienic clothes, low heels, are but symptoms of the inward characterful 
change that is taking place in their spirits. 

The National Woman’s Party itself is a sign of the times, for its very 
existence indicates that at least one large group of women has definitely 
shaken itself free from their spiritual bondage. It is this straight-forward 
defiance of outworn creeds in regard to feminine capabilities and virtues, 
that throws the opposition into such convulsions of reaction. It is not 
only that they resent the worm’s turning, they are amazed and outraged 
that the creature should be so unnatural. 

Legends with regard to affiliation with employers’ orgnaizstions, ground- 
less statements to the effect that the National Woman’s Party overlooks 
the facts of motherhood, silly and false accusations that the Declaration 
of Principles demands that wives shall support idle husbands, are con- 
jured up to explain this alleged deviation from nature. 

Thus a great deal of trouble is taken and time lost in trying to ‘ow 
step which is 
clearly an integral part of evolution, for.the human race can ‘never de- 
velop its full potentialities until it is mothered by women who are not 
obsessed by an inferiority complex. 


et ipa: National Woman’s Party organized for the purpose of advanc- 
ing the interest of women is destined to accomplish great good 
throughout the United States, for when the womanhood of the land 
progresses and advances, like benefit is reaped by the entire nation. I 
wish you abundant success in this extellent work.”—Governor Mechem 
of New Me: exico. 


66 HE old state of Pennsylvania, proud of its historic past and its 

constructive present, is happy to have been one of the first of the 
American Commonwealths to recognize fully the rights of women in the 
politics of the nation and to enlist them in its public works and patriotic 


endeavor.” —Ex-Governor Sproul of Pennsylvania. 
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